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Welcome to 
Pearson:
Module 1



Your trainer today is: 



Session Objectives

• Welcome to Pearson
• To explore the content of International GCSE mathematics A and B.
• To look at examiner reports and how to use them.
• To look at planning a course of study using the resources on the Pearson website.



Poll

1. Have you prepared students for Pearson qualifications in the past?
2. On a scale of 1 – 10 how familiar are you with the Pearson International GCSE 

qualification 4MA1?
3. On a scale of 1 – 10 how familiar are you with the Pearson International GCSE 

qualification 4MB1?

(1 = not at all familiar and 10 = very familiar)



Welcome to Pearson Edexcel

Welcome to Pearson Edexcel,
the world’s leading learning company
and the UK’s largest awarding body. 

We set the standard for worldwide
recognised qualifications, built on the
UK educational system and accepted
by universities worldwide.

We have a simple mission:
to help make a measurable impact on 
improving people’s lives through 
learning. 

“We judge 
ourselves – and 
invite others to 

judge us – not by 
the products that 

we make but by the 
impact on 
learners.”

John Fallon,
Chief Executive Officer, Pearson



About Pearson Edexcel

• As the UK’s largest awarding organisation, we are best placed to provide 
qualifications that are most closely aligned to the British educational system. 

• We are the most reliable awarding organisation in the UK, recognised and trusted by 
educators, learners and employers to provide high quality qualifications.

• By helping you to realise student potential, you can prepare and empower all your 
students to progress to further education, university and employment.

• Our technology capability allows us to provide you with more advanced support 
services, tools and resources to make life easier for school leaders, teachers and 
students.

• Pearson Edexcel are leading the way, challenging thinking and creating new ideas so 
you can be confident our qualifications will always be world-class.



Getting ready for 
delivery



What are specifications and SAMs?

Specification
• A specification is the main document you need to teach the course.  
• It outlines the aims of the course, the content you MUST cover and 

all the information you need about assessing your students.
• A copy of this document is in your pack and on our website.
SAMs
• SAMs is short for Sample Assessment Materials.  This document is 

just as important as the specification.
• The SAMs are examples of the question papers and mark schemes 

and show the question types and how they will be marked by the 
examiners.  

• We base all of our future papers and assessments on these Sample 
Assessment Materials.



Using the specification 

Content
1 4MA1 – Foundation and Higher tier

This is arranged as six broad topics arranged into sub-topics as appropriate.  
As a minimum all the content  must be taught in each tier.  
A column for additional notes is included to clarify the detail of what must be 
covered.

2 4MB1 – Available only in higher tier
This is arranged as ten broad topics arranged into subtopics as appropriate.  
As above, all the content must be taught . This is arranged into two columns; 
‘What students need to learn’ and ‘Notes’.  The latter contains clarification of 
the detail in the specification as well as some examples.



The flow chart of the complete assessment process

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-
certification/understanding-marks-and-grades.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/understanding-marks-and-grades.html


Content overview
4MA1



Overview of the specification 4MA1

Paper 1 Paper 2

• Externally assessed
• Availability – January and June

50% of the total International 
GCSE

• Externally assessed
• Availability – January and June

50% of the total International 
GCSE



Paper 1F and 2F – Foundation Tier

Assesses all the content in Foundation tier specification.
Questions may come from any topic area across the 
specification (including questions that address more than 
one topic).
1. Numbers and the number system
2. Equations, formulae and identities
3. Sequences, functions and graphs
4. Geometry and trigonometry
5. Vectors and transformation geometry
6. Statistics and probability



Paper 1H and 2H – Higher  Tier

Assesses all the content in  the Higher tier specification.
Questions may come from any topic area across the 
specification (including questions that address more than 
one topic).
1. Numbers and the number system
2. Equations, formulae and identities
3. Sequences, functions and graphs
4. Geometry and trigonometry
5. Vectors and transformation geometry
6. Statistics and probability



Problem solving

Relationship of problem solving and mathematical reasoning 
skills to tiers.

Paper Problem 
Solving

Reasoning, 
interpretation 
and reasoning

Foundation
(1F and 2F) 25% 15%

Higher
(3H and 4H) 30% 20%



Content overview
4MB1



Overview of the specification 4MB1

Paper 1 Paper 2

• Externally assessed
• Availability – January and June

33⅓ % of the total International 
GCSE

• Externally assessed
• Availability – January and June

66⅔ % of the total International 
GCSE



Paper 1 and Paper 2

Assesses all the content in the specification.
Questions may come from any topic area across the specification 
(including questions that address more than one topic).
1. Number
2. Sets
3. Algebra
4. Functions
5. Matrices
6. Geometry
7. Mensuration
8. Vectors and transformation geometry
9. Trigonometry
10.Statistics and Probability



Problem solving and reasoning

Relationship of problem solving and mathematical reasoning 
skills to tiers.

Paper Problem 
Solving

Reasoning, 
interpretation 
and reasoning

Paper 1 and 2 30% 20%



Examiner reports



Examiner reports

The importance of reading examiner reports when the 
examination results are published cannot be overstated.

They highlight the areas for development that centres need to 
concentrate on and some topics receive frequent mention in 
these reports.

The following slides show the main points from the 
introductory paragraphs as well as examples of detailed 
reports on questions.



Examiner reports
4MA1



What our examiners have noticed –
Foundation Tier
The following are extracts from the June 2019 
Examiner reports  (1)



What our examiners have noticed –
Foundation Tier
The following are extracts from the June 2019 
Examiner reports (2)

Note the importance 
of writing a 

conclusion in 
problem solving 

questions.

Note these 
sentences very 

carefully.

The following slides show a question and the detailed report on that 
question.



June 2109   Paper 1 Question 8

This is a reasoning 
question.



Question 8 – Examiner Report

Note the key points 
raised:
Making 
erroneous 
assumptions

Incorrect, 
incomplete or no 
reasons given

Showing working instead of 
mathematical reasons is a 
frequently recurring theme



June 2109  Paper 1 Question 8 – A model answer



What our examiners have noticed –
Higher Tier
The following are extracts from the June 2019 
Examiner reports



Examiner reports
4MB1



What our examiners have noticed  - from Paper 1 
[Home and Regional]
The following are extracts from the June 2019 
Examiner reports

These are all 
questions that 

use the 
command 

‘show’



Comfort break



What are the implications for 
teaching and learning 

arising from the Examiners’ 
reports?

Points to consider:
• How will examiner reports inform 
your planning in future?
• How will you plan common 
misconceptions into your lesson?
• Would you consider giving the 
report to your students after they 
have completed a past paper?

Activity



Planning the course and lessons

How do I make sure I cover all the content?
• Specification
• Year planners
• Lesson Plans
• Schemes of Work for both 4MA1 and 4MB1 published in Word so that 

they can be adapted to your school.



How do I make sure I cover all the content?  (1)



The content page from the specification



Qualification aims and objectives



An example from the specification (4MA1)

This is the  
content that 
must be 
taught.

Examples 
clarifying the 
content.



How do I make sure I cover all the content? (2)

Scheme of work



How do I make sure I cover all the content? (3)

Year planner

This is the module 
planner from the 

Scheme of Work –
International GCSE 

mathematics 
Specification A



An example of a lesson plan from the Scheme of Work

Possible 
success 
criteria

Problem 
solving and 

reasoning are 
embedded

Common 
misconceptions



Choose one topic (or part of a topic) from the 
mathematics specification.  Plan the order in 

which you would teach that topic. Don’t 
forget to cover every aspect of the topic from 

the specification.  
Be prepared to share your preferred teaching 

order, with your reasoning.

Things to consider:
•How do you ensure that you have covered the 
specification?
•What concerns do you have about planning 
this course?
•Are there ways you might need to adapt your 
method(s) of lesson planning to deliver this 
specification?

Activity



Please fill in your evaluation forms.

We value your 
feedback!
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